Sacred Heart, Tisbury & All Saints, Wardour

PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

7.15 p.m. 25th June, 2010, Hinton Hall


MEETING SUMMARY

The Parish Annual Meeting took place after Mass on Friday, 25th June. The meeting was chaired by Nick Weeks (chairman of the Parish Pastoral Council) and about 25 parishioners attended.  

Beginning with a welcome tea/coffee, the evening fell into two halves: a business meeting and a presentation from Christine Allen, Director of Progressio (formerly known as The Catholic Institute for International Relations). Following Christine's input and response to questions, the evening finished with wine and a finger buffet.

The business items discussed included reports from the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) (Nick Weeks), the Finance & Fabric Committee (Martin Snell), the Youth Group (Ann Windsor) and the Tisbury Catholic Social Group (TCSG) (Mike Montgomery).  Included in the Pastoral Council's report was a proposed new Constitution (previously circulated after Mass & available on the parish website), this proposal was voted on and agreed unanimously.  

Following recommendations from the diocese that each parish should have its own 'Vision Statement', two members of the PPC - Mike Montgomery & Mark Shuldham introduced a draft Statement that the parish might adopt. Those present were invited to comment on the Statement and to identify any issues which the Statement prompted. The issues raised were diverse and included:


Ÿ the possibility of better Mass Sheets for children & visitors who are not Catholics;

Ÿ how to improve community links, especially regarding parishioners who are ill

Ÿ a suggestion to improve the format of the newsletter

These issues, along with others raised are now being considered by the Pastoral Council.

Following this discussion Martin Snell spoke about the Parish Accounts (distributed after Mass in June) and was able to answer questions about them.  Ann Windsor spoke about the parish youth activities, including the monthly meeting of the Eclypse Group, the Salisbury deanery trip to France last summer and the Youth SVP which meets weekly in term time and had visited Albany House to play games with the residents. Mike Montgomery reported on the activities of the TCSG which included six events over the past twelve months. Both Ann Windsor and Mike Montgomery expressed their sadness that Josie Bell has moved away from the parish and said how much her contribution to parish life would be missed.

Christine Allen, executive director pf Progressio thanked and encouraged us for our support of small farmers in Malawi through Land to Mouth. Her presentation quickly brought home to us just how wide reaching Progressio's work is. At various levels, ranging from negotiations at government level to local intitiatives, Progressio is having a direct impact on improving the quality of people's lives in developing countries such as Malawi, Haiti and Ecuador. Progressio does this by employing a skilled a staff member in a local area for up to two years where they can work with local people developing new skills that benefit the community.  Christine supplied a variety of booklets about Progressio's work and more information can be found on-line at www.progressio.org.uk.

It was a full evening but a very stimulating one. Would you like to come along next year?
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